The Akim of Taldykorgan City

S.E. Zhylkaidarov
OPEN LETTER

IN SUPPORT OF

Taldykorgan Regional Foundation of Employment Assistance 

Dear Mr Zhylkaidarov,

We, members of SWAN (Sex Workers’ Rights Advocacy Network) working on the territory of Eastern and Central Europe and Central Asia, would like to express support of activities of “Taldykorgan Regional Foundation of Employment Assistance” in connection to empowerment of vulnerable groups in Taldykorgan City and also to clarify the misunderstanding regarding activities of December 17, 2008.

· The activity of the Foundation was not a unique one.  On December 17 such events to stop violence against sex workers took place in 15 countries in Eastern and Central Europe and Central Asia in various forms and on different scale. Moreover, such actions took place in many countries of Europe, Far East, Southern and Northern America.  

· The Foundation’s activity was in the form of action, it wasn't a political rally, as it was presented in several Kazakh media reports. The participants of the campaign organized meetings and round tables with representatives of government and law enforcement, gave interviews to TV and newspaper journalists. 

· These actions did not cause any repression on the part of government and city administration in any other country.  All these events were to different degree covered in the media. For more detail please visit the official SWAN website at www.swannet.org.

· Not only sex workers participated in the action. Social workers, human rights groups and other allies, who support the idea of equal protection from violence, joined the events.

· The video film and the still shots from that video were made for internal use only, within the SWAN network, and in Kazakhstan only for advocacy and study practice. Unfortunately media representatives who published these pictures did not request permission from either the Foundation or SWAN and failed to think that such actions might harm the participants of the action.

Nevertheless, SWAN is grateful to the Kazakh media for providing coverage of the action. In spite the fact that in some cases the information was not clear enough and commentaries were rather not friendly, we are glad to note that the media contributed to the raising discussion on violence, human rights and freedom of speech. The ideas of freedom of speech and freedom of expression and the right to stand for one’s own rights found their way in this media. 

The Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan provides that there shouldn't be topics forbidden for media to raise (Section I, Art.20, Sub. 1 and 2). 

We hope that the media and the city administration will create conditions for all interested parties to participate in a constructive discussion on issues connected with vulnerable position of some of social groups. As one of the Network’s members pointed out: “there are sex workers in every country and every person beginning from his birth has a right to fight and stand for his/her rights”.  

The Constitution of Kazakhstan states that "the highest value to the state is the person, his/her life, rights and freedoms” (Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Section I, Art. I, Sub.5).

Further, we address you as the head of the city administration to contribute to the implementation and enhancement of democratic society through open discussions in media and through providing equal rights and opportunities for all people living in Taldykorgan and to provide informational and social assistance to those who need them. Taldykorgan Regional Foundation for Employment Assistance has served the society since 1999 and is a valuable center for help to population in this sphere.

Thank you.

Sincerely, 

______________________

N.B. This is open letter will be distributed to various institutions, which have any connection to the issue and to all interested people, including UNAIDS division in Kazakhstan.

January 28, 2008


